
 

 

Kentucky Airports: Economic Engines of  the Commonwealth  

elcome to the Kentucky Aviation Conference presented in partnership by the Kentucky Avia-

tion Association and the Kentucky Department of Aviation.  This yearôs conference provides 

exceptional networking opportunities by bringing together aviation professionals, consultants, 

elected officials, and the leaders and support personnel of the Kentucky Department of Aviation and 

the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

We are pleased to feature world-class speakers presenting pertinent and timely information of rele-

vant topics relating to issues impacting aviation throughout Kentucky and beyond.  Thank you for 

attending this yearôs conference in Louisville, Kentucky and we encourage you to partake in the 

many great restaurants, museums, site-seeing and entertainment venues Louisville has to offer. 
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Welcome to a great networking opportunity!  
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Greetings: 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 35th Annual Kentucky Aviation Conference in Louisville, 

Kentucky.  Once again, the Kentucky Aviation Association is proud to partner with the Kentucky  

Department of Aviation in preparing for and presenting this conference to you. 
 

The conferenceôs theme, Kentucky Airports: Economic Engines of the Commonwealth, highlights 

what a lot of us already know.  However, with the many pressing financial issues our nation and our 

elected leaders are facing, it is now more important than ever to continually inform our local  

community stakeholders we serve, and our local, state and federal elected officials, of the financial  

importance aviation is to the economy of Kentucky and beyond.  We hope this conference will pro-

vide you the information and tools to do just that in your community. 
 

As you will see during this conference, the Kentucky Aviation Association is raising the bar of what it 

offer itôs members.  It is my commitment to you to continue to elevate this association as the ñgo-toò 

association when it comes to representing all aspects of aviation in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  

With that said, we will continually raise awareness of the value of airports, aircraft, pilots and aviation 

businesses located throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
 

We look forward to you enjoying the conference and the great entertainment venues and eating  

establishments here in Louisville. 

 

Regards, 

KENTUCKY AVIATION ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

Darrell D. Watson, A.A.E. 

President 
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Your Kentucky Department of Aviation welcomes you to the 35
th
 Annual Aviation 

Conference here in Louisville.  It is our pleasure to again partner with the Kentucky 
Aviation Association in sponsoring this outstanding event for all of our airport partners. 

 

The Galt House Hotel & Suites will provide access to all that Louisville has to 
offer.  Its location provides a wide variety of entertainment venues and excellent res-
taurant experiences. 

 

This yearôs focus is to share with our state, the true worth of our airports as 
ñEconomic Engines of the Commonwealthò.  It is our hope that each of our airports will 
spread the story of how much of an impact they have on the economic development in 
their individual communities.  If there is anything your Department can do to assist in 
this endeavor, please let us hear from you.  To borrow a phrase from KBT President, 
Stan Lampe, ñTransportation Mattersò. 

 

As your Commissioner, I encourage and challenge each airport board to make 
the effort to educate your local representatives and civic leaders about your facility.  
Invite them to your airport and show them how much it adds to their community.  See-
ing is believing! 

 

We sincerely believe this yearôs conference will allow for a great networking ex-

perience as well as providing valuable information that you can take back and apply to 

your airport.  As always, we appreciate your input so that we may make these confer-

ences as beneficial as possible. 
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